
 

Blue 
Heron Cross 
Country Gets 
3rd in the 
Championship  

By: Ashton Meyer-Bibbins 
PORT TOWNSEND, 
WA-This year at Blue Heron, 
the boys section of the Cross 
Country team got third place 
in the league championship.  

One of the runners, 
Michael Petta, a 7th grader at 
Blue Heron, said, “In the 
championship you need to 
run, not walk.” He also said 
that some of the kids on the 
team did walk, but he did not.  

Another runner, Sam 
Holmes, 7th grader, said, “I 
think it was pretty bad 
because, like, almost every 
single girl skipped. Two of 
them were ‘sick,’ one of 
them sprained their ankle, 
and the others just decided 
not to come, so we only 
had one girl run the race. 
Then the others  didn't 
exactly stay together that 
except for well, three of us 
in the back.”  

Holmes also said 
that, “Joseph and I, we 
stayed together but the rest 
of the team just kind of 
ran, and that kind of made 
it harder.”  

The 2017 Cross 
Country team is excited to  
compete next year. Petta 
said that he would want to 
do cross country next year 
because “Most of his 
friends did it and it’s really 

fun on the bus rides”. 
Holmes said that he would 
probably want to do it next 
year  because he liked the 
“good teammates and all 
that stuff.” Both of them 
said that they liked 
working with coach Jenn. 

For many athletes, 
they have a special way to 
concentrate and keep going 
to the end. Petta  stayed 
focused because whenever 
someone passed him he 
was motivated to keep 
going. Holmes stayed 
focused by running with 
his friends and whenever 
he slowed down they 
would say, “come on.”  

In the end, getting 
third place was pretty 
good. Hopefully, next year 
they could beat Port 
Angeles and get second, 
and maybe even get first! 

 
Above: 7th and 8th grade Cross Country Team pose 
for a photo after their match. 

 
Blue Heron’s Spiffy 
New Principal  

By: Opal Mugrage 
Port Townsend, WA-On 
September 26, 2017 
Patrick Gaffney, the new 
principal of Blue Heron 
Middle School, was 
interviewed by the 
Publications class to get 

his opinions, ideas, and 
plans for the school year. 
Other faculty were 
interviewed about their 
opinions and advice for the 
new principal. 

“Not much about 
this school needs to 
change. I would like to 
change the culture, make it 
a place where Grant Street 
students want to come, and 
8th grade students not want 
to leave,” Mr. Gaffney 
stated towards the 
beginning of the interview. 
”I’d like to get rid of the 
state testing, it would 
change the amount of work 
we’d have to do,” the 
principal answered upon 
being questioned. 
How many years have you 
been teaching? Was one of 
the questions. 
”About 20 years all 
together.” Mr. Gaffney 
worked in Memphis, 
Tennessee before he came 
to Port Townsend. And 
even before Memphis, he 
worked in Chewelah, just 
North of Spokane, as a 
math teacher and a 
counselor, then was placed 
as a temporary principal 
for half a year, due to the 
other principal being on a 
medical leave.  

Lorenzo McCleese, 
a 7th grade student at Blue 
Heron, and Jeff Waibel, 
the 7th grade math and 
science teacher at Blue 
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Heron, were interviewed 
for this article.  
-What’s your opinion on 
the new principle? Why?  
“I think he’s down to earth 
and practical, and enjoy 
working with him,” Mr.  
Waibel said, after the 
opening introductions. A 
few students in the 
Publications class thought 
it would be a good idea to 
interview both a student 
and an adult to see their 
differing opinions.  
“I think that the new 
principal is doing things 
very well, and is very nice, 
because I have already 
seen good changes around 
Blue Heron, though I think 
it’s too early to speculate 
whether or not he will 
make big changes to our 
school,” McCleese replied 
through texting. 
Principal Gaffney has 
shown to be very friendly 
and social, and will surely 
be a great aspect to our 
school. 

For more 
information on Mr. 
Gaffney, you could ask a 
teacher, a student, or ask 
him in person! The 
principal can be seen 
around the school, usually 
at lunch, and in his office. 
Blue Heron looks forward 
to seeing what Mr. 
Gaffney will do, and how 
he’ll help improve the 
school. 

 
Above: Principal Mr. Gaffney  

Blue Heron Students 
Get Active! 

By: Clara Conyers and Leah 
Harrison 

PORT 
TOWNSEND, 
WA-Getting active is 
extremely important, 
especially for kids in 
middle school. Activity 
makes kids more happy, 
energetic, and attentive in 
school. There are many 
sports and opportunities in 
Blue Heron to get active 
including, P.E. the 
pedometers, and school 
sports. 

This year the sixth 
graders at Blue Heron got 
the privilege to use 
pedometers (A pedometer 
is an instrument that tracks 
your steps). They got to 
count their steps and many 
of them had competitions 
with their friends. Some 
staff at Blue Heron also 
wore them. They had a 
contest. Will Yaley 6th and 
Quinn Lennox 6th were 
students that had 
pedometers. They liked 
being able to track their 
steps. Quinn’s highest was 
eight thousand in a school 

day and Will’s highest was 
twelve thousand. It 
inspired them to want to 
get active and they were a 
big hit. Will plays soccer 
right now and plans on 
doing cross country in 7th 
grade. Quinn is doing 
gymnastics right now and 
plans on doing it next year 
as well. 

Eva Brady, is a 7th 
grader in Blue Heron. She 
participated in Cross 
Country. Eva chose Cross 
Country because, “I like 
running and I wanted to try 
something new.”Cross 
Country made her upbeat 
and happy. This is her first 
time doing it and as she 
states, “It was enjoyable.” 
The cross country team did 
fun things in practice and 
many 7th graders want to 
do it next year as well. 
They had practice 
everyday for two hours and 
so they got very fit and 
prepared for the meets. 
Cross Country made her 
want to come to school and 
learn.  
The football team at Blue 
Heron was another option. 
Many boys played this 
year, whether they had 
played or not. Toby Fulton 
is one of the football 
players at Blue Heron 
middle school. He has 
played before. Toby said 
that he chose football 
because,  “He liked it.” He 
is going to do basketball 
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and track this year. Toby is 
very athletic and enjoyed 
playing and working with 
his teammates. “Football 
made me faster and better 
at sports.”  He does fun 
things in practice and plans 
on playing next year. 
Football makes him more 
attentive in school.  

Volleyball was 
another fall sport this year. 
It was an option to kids at 
Blue Heron 7th- 8th grade. 
It made kids physically fit 
and healthy. Lilli Seton, a 
seventh grader at Blue 
Heron played on the junior 
varsity team. She was very 
excited to be able to play. 
Lilli had been practicing 
volleyball for three years 
and so she was prepared. 
Volleyball made her very 
happy. She is going to 
miss playing and her 
teammates a lot. She also 
had the motivation to keep 
her grades up in order to 
do Volleyball. 

 
Above: Toby Fulton, a Blue Heron Football player 

 
Blue Heron 

Thanksgiving Movie 
By: Rell Lennox  
PORT 

TOWNSEND, WA-Blue 
Heron Middle school has 
started a new tradition in 

the 2017-18 school year. 
The students got to decide 
between 10 movies. The 
top 3 movies,The Grinch, 
Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, and The 
Nightmare before 
Christmas will be played 
on Wednesday November 
22, the last day of school 
before Thanksgiving 
break.   

Mrs. Russell said 
that she was not going to 
be watching any of the 
movies but instead getting 
popcorn and checking on 
the students. She said that 
if all goes well she would 
be happy to make this an 
annual tradition for Blue 
Heron. She said that they 
have to  get a license to 
play the movies because it 
is illegal if they don't have 
one. Also they have to buy 
tons of popcorn and paper 
bags, and find appropriate 
movies that students would 
enjoy watching. She said 
that the soup is all going to 
the food bank and most of 
the profits are going to 4 
different charities that they 
ASB chose.  

Kaylee Barlow a 
seventh grade 
representative, She said 
she would be watching 
Charlie and the chocolate 
factory. She thinks that 
many students will enjoy 
this activity and hope it's a 
yearly thing.   Principal 
Gaffney had done a 

Thanksgiving movie at his 
old school and decided to 
bring it to Blue Heron. Ms. 
Russell said “ so far this 
year all of the good ideas 
have come from Mr. 
Gaffney. “  They have 
been planning this event 
for about a month, he also 
came up with the idea to 
sell hot cocoa  for $1 to 
help support toys for tots, 
this will happen later in the 
year. 

The Thanksgiving 
movie has already passed 
and was a huge success 
and they raised about $150 
and donated over 50 cans 
of soup to the food bank.  

The kids who did 
not want to go to the 
movie will be going to a 
study hall/free time in the 
library. All the grades 
(4-8th) at BH participated 
in the movie or study hall 
if they chose too.  
 
Blue Heron Football 
Season In A Nutshell 
By: Conner Lusk and Owen 

Thornton 
PORT 

TOWNSEND, WA-The 
Blue Heron football season 
did not go as planned. The 
team did not win a game 
the whole season. Blue 
Heron tried their best but 
they got outplayed. The 
coaches did their best 
making the team get 
prepared for games. The 
season was a learning 
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experience for all the kids. 
There were some games 
where they played well and 
other games did not go as 
well. The team played 
multiple towns with the 
hardest being Port Angeles 
and the easiest being 
Coupeville. The team 
knows they should have 
won more games  

MVP (Most 
Valuable Player) 

The most valuable 
player this season for Blue 
Heron’s football team was 
Jerome Raex Jr. This is a 
honor to get because it 
shows the player that did 
the most and that he/she 
contributed in a big way . 
He felt honored to get this 
award and it meant so 
much to him. He worked 
very hard to get this award 
and the coach was happy 
to give this award to him. 
The coach was almost 
brought to tears when he 
gave this award to him 
because he will be losing 
Jerome for some time. 
That was a sad loss to 
Noah Montoya Coach for 
Blue Heron because he has 
worked hard with Jerome 
to make him the best he 
can be. Injury and how 
they resolved it 

 Blue Heron had 
lost a valuable player to its 
lineup this was Gerald 
Lindsey. He broke his 
wrist and two bones in his 

arm in the middle of the 
season. This was a terrible  

loss to Blue Heron 
as he played Middle 
Linebacker and so Blue 
Heron had lost their MLB 
but not for long. This was 
a big deal so Tobias Fulton 
took the job. Toby stepped 
in and played Middle 
Linebacker  for the rest of 
the season. This would 
solve their MLB problem 
for the rest of the season. 
Wrap up 

Losing all the 
games had many effects in 
this years football season 
for Blue Heron, but they 
did their best to fix the 
problems. They played 
well and tried their best 
almost winning the game 
in Coupeville by one point. 
It was a short season but a 
one to remember.  

 
  What’s for lunch? 

Written by: Briar Greene and 
Samuel Sierociuk 

PORT 
TOWNSEND WA-Blue  
Heron is one of the only      
schools to buy local    
produce. Blue Heron gets    
food from both the Food     
Service Association and   
local food services. This    
includes Dharma Ridge,   
Red Dog, Westbrook   
Angus, Pane D'Amore, the    
school gardens and   
orchards, as well as other     
local resources depending   
on season. Right now the     

food options are limited    
because the steam pot    
boiler base is broken. This     
means that the kitchen can     
only cook certain types of     
food. This will hopefully    
be fixed soon, but with the      
central kitchen moving to    
Salish Elementary and   
them getting a “tilt skillet”     
this shouldn’t be a huge     
problem in the long run. 

The students at 
Blue Heron are content 
with the food, but we all 
have personal preferences. 
The kitchen can’t be 
perfect for everyone 
everyday. That’s why 
many are trying to figure 
out the likes and dislikes of 
the school, and potentially 
help the kitchen be better. 
To make sure the best 
results were acquired two 
people were interviewed 
from every grade. 

Jack Cole and 
Julian Zavalza are 4th 
grade students. Jack liked 
the Pizza and Julian liked 
the Cheeseburgers. Jack 
disliked the potato bar and 
Julian disliked the tomato 
soup. Jack said he rarely 
gets a lunch from school, 
but “sometimes the school 
has something I really 
like,” he says. When he 
was asked if he ever gets 
school lunch. 

For 5th grade lunch 
Sam Mugrage enjoys 
Sloppy Joes, and Benjamin 
Greene likes hamburgers. 
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Benjamin also said the 
enchiladas were too hot. 
“They melted the fork”, as 
he puts it.  

6th grade students 
Michael Meyering and 
Devon Helmon were pretty 
specific. Michael likes 
pizza, and Devon likes 
Nachos. Michael dislikes 
certain vegetables, like 
beets and radishes, and 
Devon dislikes chicken 
and rice soup.  

7th graders Kai 
Langston and Theodore 
Garretson had few 
opinions. Though Kai 
dislikes the potato bar he 
said he’s “too lazy to pack 
his own lunch”. 

Jerome Reaux and 
Macy Smith are students in 
8th grade. Jerome likes the 
burgers and Macy likes the 
pasta. Jerome also dislikes 
the fish tacos, and Macy 
dislikes the enchiladas. 

Blue Heron 
students are lucky to have 
the lunch that they do, 
even if some food isn’t 
perfect. Many other public 
schools do not put as much 
thought and care into their 
school lunches as the Blue 
Heron kitchen staff does. 
 
Overall the students like 
the lunches. There were 
ideas about what to add, 
like Philly Cheesesteaks 
and Ramen, but the menu 
is constantly good. There's 

new food coming, but let’s 
not change it up now. 

 
10-0 Let’s Go 

By: Chatham Rankin and 
Michael Petta  
PORT 

TOWNSEND, WA- This 
winter at Blue Heron 
Middle School the boys 
basketball team was 
preparing for the 2017-18 
season.  Ace Johnson, a 
7th grader at Blue Heron, 
was more enthusiastic 
about Blue Heron 
basketball instead of AAU 
(Amateur Athletic Union) 
because he thinks that 
AAU will be “easier” than 
Blue Heron basketball. 
Tobias Fulton, another 7th 
grader at Blue Heron, does 
not agree with Ace, saying 
that Blue Heron basketball 
will be easier. Kyle 
Lindert, 7th grader at Blue 
Heron Middle School, said 
that, “I think Blue Heron 
will be better because we 
have a lot of good players”  

The Blue Heron 
team is going to face some 
tough opponents. Ace 
thinks that Forks and Pt. 
Angeles are the two major 
threats to the Blue Heron 
team. Kyle, on the other 
hand, thinks Sequim will 
be more of a challenge 
than Pt. Angeles. Ace 
evidently doesn’t think the 
team will do that good. 
Ace says that he thinks the 
team will win at least half 

of the games. Kyle agrees 
with Ace. Toby doesn’t 
seem to have very much 
faith, saying, “Not very 
good” because “All the 
other teams are really 
good, besides Chimacum.” 

There are many 
good players on the team, 
although there can only be 
5 starters. Ace, Kyle, and 
Toby think they deserve to 
be starters. Toby stated, 
“I’m the best at my 
position on the team.”Kyle 
believes he should be a 
starter because he thinks he 
has really improved, 
saying,  “I think I should 
because I practiced a lot 
over the summer and I’m 
better.” Ace would like to 
be a point guard for the 
team. Kyle thinks he’ll be 
a small forward. Toby 
thinks he’ll be a power 
forward.  

Hopefully, the team 
will do good this year and 
beat Port Angeles. This 
team has the potential to be 
the league champions. Go 

 
Above: Ace johnson getting ready to 
shoot on blue herons quart 
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Information about 
Blue Heron 

Volleyball 2017 
By Savannah Greer and 

Ashlyn Winsheimer 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA- 
Nov. 09, 2017 

 Every year, a new 
volleyball season at Blue 
Heron Middle School in 
Port Townsend, 
Washington, begins. 
Several of the school’s 
seventh and eighth grade 
students participated in the 
thrilling sport. 

“I want to get a 
scholarship for it,” says 
eighth grade Varsity player 
Logan McMichael. “I want 
to go all the way through 
high school playing 
volleyball. My mom also 
played volleyball and 
earned a scholarship.”  
Ms Michael was 
interviewed about the best 
piece of advice that a 
coach has ever given, she 
said don’t bend your arms 
when you’re running for 
the ball.  

“You might get 
hurt, like the ball hitting 
your arms, but it’s a lot of 
fun,”  Says Aurin Asbell, 
an eighth grade volleyball 
player. “Be prepared for a 
lot of punishments.”  

The team’s last 
game was on October 28th, 
2017 against Coupeville. 
Both the Varsity and JV 
team won one set out of 
three. 

The two JV 
students that were also 
interviewed were seventh 
graders Luna Molotis and 
Stephanie Sanchez, as well 
as the school’s PE teacher 
and the team’s coach, 
Mark Tallerico.  

“If I were to do any 
other sport besides 
volleyball, it would have to 
be basketball,” Luna says. 
“I wanted to do volleyball 
because my older sister did 
it, and my dad said he 
would be very proud if I 
did.”  

“I would like 
improve on passing, and 
working in the back,” 
Stephanie said. The two 
seventh graders would 
often work together when 
practicing. The coach 
would have the seventh 
and eighth graders work 
together as well to improve 
their skills.  

The coach that was 
interviewed, Mr. Tallerico, 
said “I like volleyball, I 
didn’t get to play as a boy. 
If there was a boy’s 
volleyball team, I would 
certainly be willing to 
coach it.” 

Mr. Tallerico and 
the students that were 
interviewed said that they 
loved volleyball so much 
and that they would 
definitely do it next year. 
They recommend to join 
volleyball next year to 

upcoming seventh and 
eighth graders.  

 
Above:  Luna Molotis getting ready to serve the 
ball with Stephanie Sanchez in the background. 

 
Thanksgiving Break 

By Fenix Norton 
PORT TOWNSEND 
WA-Thanksgiving: The 
one time you will gorge 
yourself and not get yelled 
at for it. It’s the one time 
of the year when you just 
sit, eat, be lazy, and visit 
family and friends. Most 
people at Blue Heron 
school went on hikes or 
went to spend time 
socializing with family. 
The biggest thing about 
Thanksgiving and why it is 
so popular is because it 
was a holiday revolving 
around eating, and getting 
together with family to 
appreciate the things you 
have. 
   Many people see family 
over Thanksgiving that 
they don't see most other 
times throughout the year. 
Caleb Hicks, a 4th grade 
student, sees his aunts and 
uncles over Thanksgiving, 
since he rarely sees them 
any other time. Alex 
Ecker, a 7th grader, sees 
his cousins and his uncles, 
which he only sees on 
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other holidays. Elijah 
Staley, an 8th grader, sees 
a whole bunch of his 
family on holidays that live 
far away. 
   Most people don’t just 
have family over, they also 
have plans and other cool 
stuff they do. Caleb Hicks 
went to his uncle’s for a 
dinner. Alex Ecker might 
have had dinner after a 
hike to make him hungry. 
Elijah Staley, like some 
people, just had dinner and 
not anything super special. 
   Definitely the biggest 
part about Thanksgiving is 
acknowledging the stuff 
you have and to be 
thankful for them. Caleb 
Hicks was thankful for his 
family, parents, food, 
school, and sports. Alex 
Ecker is thankful for his 
great friends, food, water, 
visiting with family, and 
having a good time. Elijah 
Staley is thankful for his 
family, having good 
health, happiness 
wellbeing, and ”Having a 
roof over my head.” 
Overall Thanksgiving is a 
great time to appreciate 
your family and friends 
and all the things to be 
grateful for in life. 

Salish Coast 
Elementary Teachers 

Opinions  
Zoe Kjeldgaard, Aaron Gray, 

and Harper Hanson 
PORT 

TOWNSEND, WA- With 

the new Salish Coast 
Elementary being built for 
the 4th and 5th graders, 
Betsy Hart and Paula 
Collet got interviewed for 
their opinions on the 
project. They shared their 
thoughts on their plans for 
the school year and 
thoughts on the Salish 
Coast Elementary School. 
The new elementary is 
being built on Grant Street 
property. The school is 
going to be built thanks to 
the support of local voters 
who approved the levy. 
The Salish Coast 
Elementary is going to be 
complete in some time fall 
next year for the 4th and 
5th graders.  

Ms. Hart says she’s 
excited for the new 
elementary school and 
thinks the building project 
will be awesome for the 
town and great for the kids, 
she states that Salish Coast 
will be “beautiful and 
inspiring.”  
     Once the Salish Coast 
Elementary is built, Ms. 
Collet plans to retire from 
teaching after the school 
year is over. “32 years is 
enough for me,” She says.  
   The Salish Coast 
Elementary School will be 
a school just for 4th and 
5th graders. When it’s 
finished in fall 2018. 
Salish Coast will be a new 
learning environment  for 
the students with outdoor 

teaching areas and gardens. 
The layout of the school 
shows large windows with 
natural light and group 
learning spaces.  
Hopefully the Salish 
School elementary will be 
done for the 4th and 5th 
graders by next year. With 
the teacher’s help Salish 
Coast will be a great place 
academically and socially 
for its students.  
 

Blue Heron Teachers: 
The Exclusive 

Interviews  
By Opal Mugrage and Taylor 

Germeau 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA- 
As the end of the first 
quarter comes around, and 
the second quarter is in full 
swing, new fourth graders, 
graduating eighth graders, 
and everyone in between 
have begun to wonder 
about their teachers. What 
kinds of activities can they 
do to get on their teacher’s 
good sides? It’s the 
question that every student 
asks, and wants to know.  

Brett Navin teaches 
both 6th and 7th grade. 
This year, he is helping to 
plan the 7th grade PNW 
field trip, where they build 
boats and learn how to sail, 
as well as the Western 
Flyers field trip. “There, 
we bike down to the boat 
haven, and go spend a day 
on a big boat called the 
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Western Flyer,” Navin 
says. As a kid, he played 
basketball, football, and 
baseball. His favorite 
classes were Social 
Studies, art, math, and 
science. “My eleventh 
grade English teacher, my 
seventh grade social 
studies teacher, and also 
my high school history 
teacher,” he answered, 
after being asked what had 
influenced him to become 
a teacher. Almost all of his 
students can say that they 
enjoy Mr. Navin’s classes, 
and look forward to school 
because of how interesting 
the teacher’s at Blue Heron 
make their classes. 

Karen Waite 
teaches special education 
in one of the portables just 
outside of the school. In 
her free time, she enjoys 
playing music, working in 
her garden, and 
landscaping with her 
husband. This year, she’s 
doing a small version of 
the blanket project, just for 
her class. The blanket 
project was an assignment 
last year in math for the 
6th graders. They made 
blankets and donated them 
to the homeless. She loves 
to play music, and 
participates in a classic 
rock band, as well as plays 
the 8th graders their 
graduation song at the end 
of the year. As a kid, she 
enjoyed English classes, 

such as language arts, and 
played soccer and 
volleyball.  

Much like Karen, 
Betsy Hart knows how to 
play the guitar, and enjoys 
music, as well. She teaches 
4th grade in the 500 pod. 
This year, she plans to 
work closely with Karmen 
Meyer and Lisa Olsen, as 
well as the other 5th grade 
teachers. Her class is 
working on an art and 
science project with the 
help of Jesse Watson, the 
local art teacher, and the 
Bainbridge museum. The 
art half would be 
connecting with landscapes 
through art. In science, her 
students are connecting 
with the native peoples of 
the northwest coast. When 
Betsy was in middle 
school, she played 
basketball and track, two 
sports that are popular 
even to this day. She also 
loved everything school, 
especially social studies 
and language arts. Betsy 
grew up in a small town in 
Wisconsin, about the size 
of Port Townsend. “When 
I moved away, I didn’t 
want to go back to small 
town, but I’m glad I did!” 
she jokes. Her hobbies 
include traveling, downhill 
skiing, hiking, camping, 
reading like crazy, and 
spending time with her 
family. 

Jennifer Manning 
teaches math and science 
around Blue Heron Middle 
School. This year, she 
plans on (and already is) 
working closely with Mr. 
Mills, Mr. Waibel, Mrs. 
Shively, Mrs. Schroeder, 
and several other teachers. 
Her projects for this year 
include the 7th grade PNW 
project, a couple 8th grade 
field trips, as well as 
various 8th grade S20 trips 
at the end of the year. In 
class, she’s doing an 
astronomy project 
comparing the earth to 
other objects in the solar 
system, as well as having 
her students make a 
heating or cooling device 
in chemistry class. When 
asked what her favorite 
school subject was, she 
replied with, “Well, it 
definitely wasn’t math or 
science until college!” In 
her free time, Jennifer 
Manning enjoys gardening, 
sports, and volleyball. She 
also loves to mountain 
bike. Upon being asked 
about what influenced her 
to become a teacher, Ms. 
Manning answered, “I was 
an exchange student. I 
went to Costa Rica, and 
ended up teaching the 
students how to speak 
English. I think that’s what 
influenced me to become a 
teacher.” 

And so, as it turns 
out, the teachers at Blue 
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Heron are more human the 
students think. They all 
have their own hobbies, 
and interesting facts about 
themselves that make each 
class special. For more 
(less personal) information 
on your teachers, looming 
due dates, and other school 
related necessities, go to 
http://blueheron.ptschools.
org.  

 
Above: Mr. Navin Language Arts 
teacher  

Salish Coast 
Elementary Teachers 
Opinions  
By: Zoe Kjeldgaard, Aaron 
Gray, and Harper Hanson 
 
PORT TOWNSEND, 
WA-With the new Salish 
Coast Elementary being 
built for the 4th and 5th 
graders, Betsy Hart and 
Paula Collet got 
interviewed for their 
opinions on the project. 
They shared their thoughts 
on their plans for the 
school year and thoughts 
on the Salish Coast 
Elementary School. The 
new elementary is being 

built on Grant Street 
property. The school is 
going to be built thanks to 
the support of local voters 
who approved the levy. 
The Salish Coast 
Elementary is going to be 
complete in some time fall 
next year for the 4th and 
5th graders.  

Ms. Hart says she’s 
excited for the new 
elementary school and 
thinks the building project 
will be awesome for the 
town and great for the kids, 
she states that Salish Coast 
will be “beautiful and 
inspiring.”  
     Once the Salish Coast 
Elementary is built, Ms. 
Collet plans to retire from 
teaching after the school 
year is over. “32 years is 
enough for me,” She says.  
   The Salish Coast 
Elementary School will be 
a school just for 4th and 
5th graders. When it’s 
finished in fall 2018. 
Salish Coast will be a new 
learning environment  for 
the students with outdoor 
teaching areas and gardens. 
The layout of the school 
shows large windows with 
natural light and group 
learning spaces.  
Hopefully the Salish 
School elementary will be 
done for the 4th and 5th 
graders by next year. With 
the teacher’s help Salish 
Coast will be a great place 

academically and socially 
for its students.  
 
Another School year 
At Blue Heron  
By: Elliott Erickson and 
Sophie Sebastian 
 

It’s another year at Blue      
Heron Middle School, and    
new students have come to     
learn, along with new staff.     
Many students look   
forward to, or are nervous     
about the new school year,     
since they’ve gone into a     
tougher grade that’s full of     
new things and people. 

Marcela Wallace,  
an eighth grader at Blue     
Heron, shared her opinion    
on the first day of school.  

“It was nerve   
wracking, because this is    
my last year in Blue Heron      
and I’m meeting new    
teachers are what I’m    
mainly nervous about,”   
Marcela recalled. 

Blue Heron also has     
new staff this year, and     
some teachers working in a     
different role. The new    
principal at Blue Heron,    
Mr. Gaffney, gave a simple     
explanation of how he had     
felt on the first day at      
work.  

“I would say I was     
mainly excited and anxious    
to get started,”Mr. Gaffney    
said. 

Mr. Gaffney has taught     
before and had been    
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prepared before the school    
he had even started    
working at Blue Heron.    
Mr. Gaffney said, “I knew     
most of what was expected     
because I started school    
two weeks before school    
actually started”.  

Other than new people,     
Blue Heron has made    
recent changes to the lunch     
menu. The new lunches    
are healthier and more    
diverse, offering more   
interest from students, and    
better nutrition.  
 

The first day   
brought us new people and     
changes, giving us a year     
to look forward to. 
 
 

For more info go to 
http://blueheron.ptschools.
org.  
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